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The UN’s finding that
Israel “deliberately
targeted” Palestinian
children: anatomy of a
manipulated narrative

How an institutional finding was amplified and stripped of its
caveats until it hardened into settled fact, and how rarely it
was questioned.

On 23 June 2026 the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry
submitted report A/HRC/62/CRP.2, finding that Israel deliberately targeted
Palestinian children. Within hours it saturated the world's news agencies and
drove a 389,091-post cascade. This report follows how that finding moved: a
modern-day game of “telephone,” in which each retelling multiplied the reach
and shed the caveats: a hedged finding (the UN “finds on reasonable grounds” a
genocide) hardened into a flat, official-sounding verdict (“the UN officially
declared a genocide”) as it passed from one network to the next, repeated as
settled fact far more often than it was questioned. Two things here are contested,
and I keep them apart: the intent the Commission inferred, and the casualty
figures themselves, which are sourced to the Hamas-run Gaza Health Ministry.

{EW)) By Travis Hawley T
By ©@talk2travon X - Instagram
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¢ NOTE ON SCOPE

A few clarifications on what this is and is not. It does not assert that the
Commission's finding is true or false, and it does not adjudicate the underlying
conflict. That large numbers of Palestinian children have been killed and
injured in Gaza is widely reported, even as the precise figures stay contested
(§07). Because the origin is institutional, a standing UN Commission of
Inquiry plus mainstream news-agency coverage rather than an anonymous
viral seed, I also weigh the source itself: the UN's documented,
disproportionate focus on Israel (§03) shapes how any single output should be
read. On method: the figures are platform-reported, drawn from commercial
social-media monitoring; superlatives are bounded to the record reviewed;
and the corpus is a partial sample that under-captures video platforms and
speech inside videos (the tip of the iceberg, see §10).

// THE CASCADE, BY THE NUMBERS

Scale of the information event, 21-27 June 2026

389,091 3.72M

Posts captured Total engagement

full-population monitoring base platform-reported, full population

6,150 67x

Peak posts / hour Bare “genocide” vs the report's careful wording

24 Jun, 09:00, ~24h after release phrase-frequency ratio on X (§04)
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// THE BOTTOM LINE

How a few unaccountable accounts reshaped a global
story

An accusation got louder, not truer. A UN Commission of Inquiry finding
was stripped of its caveats as it passed from network to network, a modern

1 game of “telephone.” The report does conclude genocide, but “on
reasonable grounds”; the bare, settled version that dropped that qualifier
outran the report's own careful wording roughly 67x.

The single biggest amplifier was not a newsroom. It was an opaque, five-
month-old, region-masked (“West Asia”), paid-verified, donation-funded
account that Instagram had just banned, and whose feed posts antisemitic
tropes. It out-reached Reuters (§02).

Foreign state-alighed media pushed it hardest. Iran, Qatar, Turkey and
3 Russia outlets stripped the caveats and reverse-amplified Western coverage
until the loudest version looked like consensus (§11).

Almost no one asked questions. About 97.6% of ranked posts asserted or
4 escalated the claim; only ~2.4% questioned it, and rebuttals drew a small
fraction of the reach (§09, §12).

So scrutinize what you consume. Before you share, ask who the source is,
5 what their track record is, and what got added or stripped between the
original finding and the version in front of you.
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Here is the version most people actually saw, 3.2 million views,
posted by an account Instagram had just banned:

LPC & @landpalestine - 2d X

Patestne The UN has officially declared Gaza a genocide.
And that Israel is deliberately targeting children
and babies

Only took them 3 freaking years to get there

P

—J

G. l&] HonestReporting and 1.2K others replied >

Most-amplified post in the record - view on X ~

See who is behind it, and how the wording escalated !

This report does not rule on whether Israel deliberately targeted children. That question is contested,
and so are the casualty figures (sourced to the Hamas-run Gaza Health Ministry). What I document is
how the narrative was built, moved and amplified. The deeper, more technical analysis follows below.
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// § 01 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An institutional finding, amplified at speed

What was found, how it moved, and what is actually contested

On 23 June 2026, the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (the “Pillay Commission,” after former chair Navi
Pillay; current chair Srinivasan Muralidhar) submitted a conference-room paper,
“The essence of childhood has been destroyed” (A/HRC/62/CRP.2), finding that Israel
deliberately targeted Palestinian children, framed as an element of genocidal intent.
Within hours, Reuters, the BBC, the Washington Post, CNN, Al Jazeera and others
carried it, and it drove a high-velocity social cascade: 389,091 posts and ~3.72M
engagements over 21-27 June, peaking at 6,130 posts/hour roughly a day after
release.

The structure is not a claim climbing from obscurity toward credibility, it is the
inverse: an institutional finding radiating outward, gaining reach and losing nuance
at every hop. As it traveled, its most-amplified social forms compressed and
escalated the Commission's careful wording. The single most-shared post in the
record restated the finding as “the UN has officially declared Gaza a genocide”, a
characterization the Commission's report does not make, and it came from an
opaque, five-month-old account rather than a newsroom (§02). The cascade was
strikingly one-directional: of the ranked posts I examined, ~97.6% asserted or
escalated the claim and only ~2.4% raised any question. The accounts driving it are
real, established profiles across the ideological spectrum (§05), and a recurring core

had pushed an earlier anti-Israel accusation too.

97.6% 2.4% 59% 9+

of ranked X posts raised any question reduced it to a bare, amplifiers that also
asserted or or skepticism unqualified drove the earlier
escalated the claim “genocide” (the dog-rape

that Israel report's word, accusation against
deliberately minus its Israel (§05)
targeted Palestinian “reasonable

children grounds” hedge)
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* KEY FINDING

A single institutional origin, a UN Commission of Inquiry
report plus same-day news-agency coverage, propagated
into a fast, organic, and radically asymmetric cascade.
The load-bearing, contested element is intent; as it
traveled, the report’s hedged “finds on reasonable
grounds” wording was stripped to a bare, settled
“genocide” and then an “officially declared” verdict, and
accepted as settled fact far more often than it was

questioned.

The load-bearing distinction

WIDELY REPORTED, THE CASUALTY
RECORD

Per the Commission: 20,179 children
killed and 44,143 injured (7 Oct 2023-
31 Mar 2026; ~30% of the dead are
children), plus sexual violence and harm
to neonatal care. Widely relayed, but the
figures are sourced to the Hamas-run
Gaza Health Ministry and their reliability
is itself disputed (judged broadly reliable
by LSHTM and HRW; challenged as
inflated by others). A sourcing dispute.

CONTESTED, THE QUESTION OF INTENT

The word “deliberately” converts a
casualty toll into a finding of specific
intent, that children were targeted as
such, as an element of genocidal intent.
This is the Commission's investigative
inference and the element the counter-
voices most dispute (§12). I trace its
propagation; I do not adjudicate it.
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// & 02 - THE PIVOTAL POST & THE ACCOUNT BEHIND IT

An opaque, five-month-old account led the
cascade

The single most-amplified post did not come from a newsroom. It came from a brand-new,

region-masked, donation-funded account

The post that did the most propagation work in the captured record is below. It sits
downstream of the news agencies and the Commission, but it is where the finding's

precise language compressed into its most-shared social form, and added a claim the

report does not make. What makes it a case study is the account behind it, every
metric below is verifiable, and clickable.

LPC & @landpalestine- 2d X
Palestne The UN has officially declared Gaza a genocide. The account behind it
And that Israel is deliberately targeting children
and babies ACCOUNT-INTEGRITY FLAGS
Only took them 3 freaking years to get there ® Created January 2026, roughly five

_ months before the cascade

® Origin masked: X places it only in
“West Asia,” via the West Asia App
Store, with a caution flag, a region

(Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, the Gulf) known
- _ for state-run anti-Israel influence

s operations
O12k 140Kk Q212K ly3am [ & P
) _ ® Paid blue-check verification, since
e.lﬁl HonestReporting and 1.2K others replied >
January 2026

Cascade - compression - 3.2M views - view
on X ~ ® Donation-funded via Ko-fi (monthly

tips); claims no government funding,
which cannot be verified

® Banned by Instagram (suspended 13
June 2026), yet its X bio still advertises
“1.8 million on IG”

27.6K followers, but this one post
reached 3.1M, about 110x its own
audience
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® Outsized engagement: a 6.8% like-
rate, roughly 6x Reuters's 1.1% on
similar reach, far above any news
account in the set

Account metadata verified via commercial social-
media monitoring, 27 Jun 2026.

The feed is uniformly anti-Israel, and parts of it meet widely-cited definitions of
antisemitism (Nazi and Holocaust comparisons; conspiracy theories assigning
collective blame). In the account's own words, each one clickable:

“When we compare Zionists to Nazis, we're not encapsulating enough just how evil Zionism
is.” ~

“Israelis hold a mass yoga session to heal from committing genocide.” ~

“Are we sure Israel is not behind the earthquake that happened in Venezuela?” »

One number stands out. The post earned a 6.8% like-rate (211,289 likes on 3.1M
impressions), about six times Reuters's 1.1% on comparable reach. Emotive
advocacy naturally out-engages a neutral news post, which is part of why the loud
version wins, but a rate this high on an opaque, five-month-old account is also a
textbook authenticity flag. I flag it; I do not claim to have proven inauthentic boosting.
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m WHAT THIS SHOWS, AND WHAT IT DOES NOT

This is not a claim about the people who reshared the post. I did not test the
resharing audience for authenticity, and I make no allegation that they were
bots or coordinated. The concern is the source: the single biggest amplifier of
the cascade's most-distorted framing is an opaque, brand-new, paid-verified,
donation-funded account that X cannot place beyond “West Asia,” banned
from another platform days earlier, whose feed trades in antisemitic tropes. I
do not claim a specific government runs it, and that is exactly the point: it is
unaccountable. On the evidence, this is not a narrator that should be setting
the global frame, yet it did. It is a clear example of how anonymous, biased
accounts can steer a narrative (§05, §11).
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// & 03 - ORIGIN INVESTIGATION

From report to news agencies to cascade

A timestamped, function-labeled ignition sequence, with the institutional origin noted

honestly

The originating publisher is the UN Commission of Inquiry itself: report
A/HRC/62/CRP.2, submitted to the Human Rights Council on 23 June 2026, with an
OHCHR press release and a Geneva press conference. This is the structural inverse of
an anonymous-seed cascade, the origin is an evidence-reviewing institution, and
Western virality runs downstream of it. The sequence below labels each step by its
function.

Before the cascade: the source under scrutiny

Narrative intelligence doesn't only weigh the spreaders, it weighs the source, and
here I keep two things apart. That the UN has a disproportionate focus on Israel is
an objective, documented fact, the tallies and structure below. Whether that focus
amounts to bias is a characterization, but not only Israel's: it is drawn by pro-Israel
monitors and Israel itself, and, on the selectivity, by a UN Secretary-General and EU
governments. None of it proves or disproves a single line of the report; it establishes
why the report's output should be read with the same scrutiny I apply downstream,
for missing context, selective sourcing and exaggeration.

Most-condemned states at the UN Human Rights Council, since 2006

resolution tallies per UN Watch / World Jewish Congress
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1sracl (R — =5
syria (N -
Myanmar (N -2
North Korea _ 12
Iran - 9
Eritrea - 9

» Israelis the only country with a permanent standing HRC agenda item (“Item 7”) at every
session, not Iran, not Russia, not North Korea. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon criticised
the selectivity the day after it was created (2007).

> At the General Assembly, 2023: 14 resolutions against Israel vs 7 for the entire rest of the
world combined; across 2015-2023, 154 vs 71.

» This very Commission holds the first-ever open-ended, indefinite mandate (it investigates
“root causes”), its breadth and permanence drew formal concern from EU states such as the
Czech Republic.

» At least 18 countries criticised the Commission for anti-Israel bias and the antisemitic
remarks of commissioner Miloon Kothari, who said social media is “controlled largely by the
Jewish lobby”, which then-chair Navi Pillay defended. All three commissioners resigned in

July 2025.

How critics read it How defenders read it

Pro-Israel monitors (UN Watch, the Palestinian rights groups (Al-Hagq,
World Jewish Congress), Israel itself, Addameer) and the Commission itself
and, on the selectivity point, a UN argue the focus reflects a uniquely
Secretary-General and EU member protracted occupation, that sustained
states read this pattern as structural scrutiny is warranted, and that bias
anti-Israel, and at times antisemitic, accusations are an attempt to discredit
bias: a body that disproportionately the messenger. Pillay denied bias.

scrutinises one state while sparing far
deadlier conflicts.
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¢ READING EVERYTHING THROUGH THIS LENS

This does not make any specific finding in the report true or false. It means the
report arrives from a source with a documented, disproportionate focus on
one country, so its output warrants the same critical reading this report
applies to the amplifiers downstream: watch for missing context, selective
sourcing, and exaggeration. A claim can be partly true and still be stripped of
context, weakly sourced, or inflated for effect.

Sources: UN Watch (UNGA tallies) - Times of Israel - World Jewish Congress (Item 7) - commissioners' 2025

resignations. Figures are widely-cited monitor tallies; the bias interpretation is attributed, not SGI's own conclusion.

O 21-22 Jun - background
Ongoing casualty reporting keeps the topic live e conrtexr ancror

Two days of low, steady background volume before publication establish the
subject as active in the English-language environment.

O 23 Jun 2026 - ~07:00
Commission submits A/HRC/62/CRP.2 to the HRC o 1ruE oricin - 1-0
First public release, with an OHCHR press release and the Commission's own

account (@UNGeneva): “the evidence shows that Palestinian children have been
deliberately targeted & killed...”. Institutional origin, not a viral seed.

O 23 Jun - within the hour

Reuters & BBC carry the headline e LecitimaTION - NEWS AGENCY

Reuters: “...deliberately targeted Palestinian children, resulting in genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes... an independent UN inquiry said.” Attributed
and accurate, the load-bearing phrase travels intact.

Reuters 2,957,595 imp - BBC News + World 2,422,297 imp - per commercial social-media monitoring

O 23 Jun - midday

UN account + Geneva presser amplify e vainstreamine

@UNGeneva and the press conference push the finding into the global cycle; CNN,
the Guardian, the Washington Post and AP follow within hours.

@UNGeneva 1,243,281 imp - Washington Post 726,001 imp
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O 24-25 Jun

Commentariat compresses & escalates e cascape

@landpalestine (“UN officially declared... genocide,” highest reach in record),
@GBC_Press (“genocide zone”), @adamemedial (“maternity wards... as a direct
strategy”) carry it to mass audiences. No new evidence is introduced at this rung,
amplification, not investigation.

landpalestine 3,116,829 imp / 39,043 RT - GBC_Press 2,618,595 imp

O 24 Jun - 09:00
Cascade peak e PEak
Highest hourly volume in the record, as commentariat amplification compounds

the news-agency coverage and the claim hardens from the report's hedged finding
into a bare, “officially declared” genocide.

6,130 posts/hour - full-population base

O 23-26 Jun - trailing
State-aligned track reverse-amplifies e raraLLeL TRACK
Iran- and Russia-aligned outlets and accounts (@s_m_marandi, The Cradle,

WSWS, Global Research, news-pravda.com) trail the Western chain and cite the
news-agency coverage itself as authority (§11).

O 23-24 Jun - concurrent

Rebuttal track lands e counter-moBILIZATION

Israel (“biased and defamatory”), Amb. Danny Danon (“political blood libel”), UN
Watch and NGO Monitor contest the finding within the same window, primarily its
intent framing and the Commission's process (§12). It drew a fraction of the
amplification (§12).
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// § 04 - TIMELINE & LANGUAGE ESCALATION

The wording hardened as it traveled

Hourly volume across the window, and how the claim shed its caveats and hardened hop
by hop

Hourly post volume - 21-27 June 2026

Source: commercial social-media monitoring (full population)

MAINSTREAM REBUTTAL
(BASELINE RELEASE PEAK DECAY

5.0K
3.3K |

17K !

0
Sun 21/6 Mon 22/6 Tue 23/6 Wed 24/6 Thu 25/6 Fri 26/6 Sat 27/6

The most revealing pattern is not the volume, it is the language. The word “genocide”
is the Commission's own conclusion, so the escalation here is not the word
appearing, it is the loss of everything around it: the “on reasonable grounds” qualifier,
the “an inquiry said” attribution, and the status of a finding rather than a verdict.
Counting phrasing across the platform, the report's careful, hedged wording barely
traveled, while the bare, certainty-stripped version outran it by ~67x. The claim got
louder and more certain, not more precise, as it moved.

Phrase frequency, from the report's full wording to the bare shorthand

X, 20-28 Jun - via commercial social-media monitoring
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Report's own phrase ' 30

21-22 Jun Pre-release background
@ BASELINE Low, steady volume before publication. The topic is live but not spiking.
23 Jun Report released; news agencies carry it

e RELEASE — NEWS AcReuters and the BBC carry the headline within the hour, with the
“deliberately / genocide” framing attributed and intact.

24 Jun Cascade peak, 6,130 posts/hour

1] i

e PEAK - ESCALATION Commentariat compression (“officially declared genocide,” “genocide zone,
“indisputable evidence”) compounds the news-agency coverage to the

highest hourly volume in the record.

26-27 Jun Settles to a lower plateau

@ DECAY Volume decays toward the pre-release baseline. The maximalist framings,
not the report's hedged wording, are what persist.
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* THE SMOKING GUN: WHERE “OFFICIALLY DECLARED” CAME FROM

One phrase carries the whole shift. “Officially declared,” the jump from the
report's hedged finding to a flat, settled verdict, is not just one account's word
choice, it is a phrase with a traceable birthday. Across the monitored record
the construction “officially declared ... genocide” was absent on the day the
report was released (23 Jun), appeared the next day, spiked on 25 Jun, and
faded within about 48 hours: a seed-and-spread signature, not language that

was always in the air.

“Officially declared ... genocide” mentions per hour, 21-27 June

commercial social-media monitoring - full population

3.6K : LPC tweet 13.2M views
UN report released E
2.7K I :
18K ! ]
899 i Ni\//
0 A L\—.—A !
Sun 21/6 Mon 22/6 Tue 23/6 Wed 24/6 Thu 25/6 Fri26/6 Sat 27/6
0 77K 3.2M
uses of “officially declared posts carrying that impressions on the single
... genocide” on report- phrasing across the post that seeded it
release day (23 Jun) window (~651K (@landpalestine), about
engagements) 6x the next-biggest
original

The @landpalestine post is the clearest origin point: its exact text was copy-
pasted verbatim by a string of downstream accounts (LevantWire,
IRAN_Global, TNT_Today and others, word for word), and the fact-checks were
posted as direct replies to it (“@landpalestine the UN has NOT officially
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declared...”). The one larger mutation, GBC_Press's “genocide zone,” is itself a
rewrite of this same line.

Honest caveat: “officially declared” is a generic phrase, and a few low-reach uses and skeptic rebuttals
predate or parallel the post, so this is the dominant super-spreader of the rumor by reach and verbatim
copying, not provably its first-ever utterance. Phrase trace via commercial social-media monitoring.
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// § 05 AMPLIFICATION NETWORK

The network behind the cascade

Node size = reach. Lanes run Source — News — Advocacy — Aggregators — State-aligned

media — Rebuttal. Israel's own sources sit in Rebuttal; State-aligned media is foreign
(Qatar, Turkey, Iran, Russia, Palestinian).

@uninghrc (UN) Drop{Site'N

e S iedelod o
ews, —~.___@MarioNawfalemic_la - ~Press[}
-/ M"""\I News @s_m=marandi (Iran) A\ \ ¥, @

Was on'Pos ’_,/‘.__{ . \@GB(E_LPress N
\ . - @adawfd_lil _____ w Jerusalem)F
ol _ - o
UN Cgmr&lé%g?eofggqulry ’BBC/ World A Jaz@Qata:r)‘ Laett
_ ":"'.';:-’..., Corbyn - Hasan - Purkiss T Tl e Py
G ] amnn® \ AERA
NN NN e \ The cISREINERAD
@ i ’q. '.l.,.... \ 4;\_7(-‘.'
@UN@(UN) '\ ) Ay ....llllllllllllllIllllllll"'-‘-“““‘RT(E‘uj’lé"
‘S !’ . >
U @andpalostine  @PolilicsGlobal S
=~~~ @landpalestine olitlesGlobal ___.--- 1
ey k. Sso ‘*~~~ 1
A..h. ..... \\ \\\\ 1
Sky N c ford) Novar@iiedia **«. . RN e~
ews](AYCrawfor \=*) Yo, ., STV o
Y ‘ \J Teal, SO T Tteeaa .,'TBT@ID&ZIe’n?ergSB
.-.....\.\ ; \./\-/
el
DR CET
Middle Ea‘s’t&Ey‘e/IMEU N "'UN-Watch/gNG
&/ Shehab - Quds (Palestin...
Q.’
UN SOURCE NEWS ADVOCACY AGGREGATORS STATE MEDIA REBUTTAL

® Source-UNCol @ News agencies & mainstream @ Advocacy & left @ Aggregators

@ State-aligned media (foreign) @ Rebuttal (Israel & allies) Oo ring = recurring

Reach by faction

Grouping the top amplifiers by their lane shows where the reach actually

concentrated, and how lopsided the contest was. The news-agency and advocacy
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lanes dominate; the counter-voice lane is a sliver.

Aggregated impressions by amplifier lane

ranked X posts, 23-27 Jun -

News agencies & mainstream

Pro-Palestinian advocacy & left

Engagement aggregators

UN / institutional

Rebuttal / pushback

Other / mixed

The recurring cohort, the same accounts, a different accusation

This was not a fresh crowd. At least nine of the accounts amplifying this UN-finding

commercial social-media monitoring

7.4M

cascade also drove SGI's earlier, unrelated dog-rape accusation against Israel,

confirmed by cross-referencing both captured datasets (the true overlap is likely

larger; this counts only accounts caught in the partial X capture). The pattern is the

same actors mobilising on successive anti-Israel narratives, whatever the subject.

PATTERN-ONLY - an observable recurrence, not a claim of payment or central

coordination.

Q @owenjonesjourno
(., UK left columnist

@theIMEU
US advocacy (IMEU)

@academic_la @DropSiteNews
Shaiel Ben-Ephraim, academic commentator independent outlet
@MiddleEastEye @novaramedia
London outlet, Qatar-linked per public reporting UK left media

@TheCradleMedia @s_m_marandi

state-adjacent outlet Iran-aligned academic

iy @QudsNen

&YW pro-Palestinian activist account

ShadowGraph Intelligence - Narrative Intelligence SGI-2026-COI-001

- 20/50


https://x.com/academic_la
https://x.com/DropSiteNews
https://x.com/MiddleEastEye
https://x.com/novaramedia
https://x.com/owenjonesjourno
https://x.com/TheCradleMedia
https://x.com/s_m_marandi
https://x.com/theIMEU
https://x.com/QudsNen

@RamAbdu ol ©@TrackAIPAC

Gaza-focused activist account T\ anti-Israel-lobby activist account
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// § 06 THE DISTORTION LADDER

Same finding, five different claims

Each hop measured against the report's actual text, faithful, overstated, invented, or
grounded

¢ WHAT THE REPORT ACTUALLY SAYS A/HRC/62/CRP.2 - primary source -~

22 20,179 44,143 168 73
times the report children killed (7 children injured childrenina of those 168 shot
itself uses Oct 2023 - 31 Mar detailed gunshot in the head (22 in
“genocide” (its 2026) dataset (Nov 2023 the chest)

conclusion is 331,
specific intent
9338)

15/17

detailed cases
given independent
forensic analysis

How it was investigated

Standard of proof: “reasonable grounds to
conclude”, the Commission-of-Inquiry
standard (below a criminal court's “beyond
reasonable doubt,” well above mere

assertion)

e Thousands of open-source items collected
and verified to digital-evidence standards

e Remote and in-person interviews with
victims, witnesses, doctors, lawyers and
children

e Two independent forensic pathologists, CT
scans, x-rays, medical reports

e Forensic analysis in 15 of 17 detailed cases;
audio-ballistic analysis

e Media authentication, geolocation / chrono-
location, metadata extraction, face

-Jul 2025)

What it concluded

The Commission “finds on reasonable
grounds that the Israeli authorities and the
Israeli security forces have continued to
commit the crime of genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes” (1331),
with the “specific intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, the Palestinian group” (1338),
citing the ICJ case South Africa v. Israel.

Whatever one concludes about it, the
document is evidence-heavy and explicitly

” w«

hedged to “reasonable grounds”, “zero
evidence / just makes claims” does not
describe it. The genuine disputes are over
the INFERENCE of intent, the methodology
and Israel's non-participation, and the

casualty COUNT's sourcing.
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recognition

The entire genocide finding rests on one phrase: “on reasonable grounds”
(f1331). That is the standard every UN Commission of Inquiry uses, a finding is
made when a reasonable, prudent observer would have grounds to believe the
conduct occurred, based on a verified body of evidence. It sits below a
criminal court's “beyond reasonable doubt” (roughly the threshold the ICC
uses to issue an arrest warrant) and well above mere assertion. So the finding
is serious and methodical, but it is not a binding legal determination that
genocide happened. That takes a court, the ICJ for a state and the ICC for
individuals, and the relevant case, South Africa v. Israel, is still pending. The
harm in the cascade comes from collapsing that gap: a documented-but-
unadjudicated finding gets run as a settled, “officially declared” verdict, and
that carries real damage well before any court has ruled.

With the source text in hand (above), I can rank the highest-reach posts by how far
each travels from it. Each rung keeps the previous claim and adds something, a
dropped qualifier, an invented phrase, a sharper specificity, and every rung is tagged
vs the report: rartiruL  oversTaTED | INVENTED . None of this proves the finding true
or false; it shows how an institutional finding mutates to fit the narrative as it travels,
the “telephone game” in action. One point that trips people up: “genocide” is the
Commission's own conclusion (11331/9/338), so a news agency reporting it with
attribution stays faithful. The overstatement comes later, when the attribution and the
“on reasonable grounds” qualifier drop and a Commission finding is inflated into an
“officially declared” verdict.

@ @UNGeneva 1.2M dimp

UN institution

“The evidence shows that Palestinian children have been deliberately
targeted & killed by the Israeli...”
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VS REPORT:
FAITHFUL

2

NEWS AGENCY

VS REPORT:
FAITHFUL

3

COMPRESSION

VS REPORT:
OVERSTATED

4

INVENTION

VS REPORT:
INVENTED

)

INTENSIFICATION

The Commission's own wording. Its report concludes genocide and a specific intent
to destroy the group “on reasonable grounds” (its standard of proof, 1331/11338),
so the genocide finding starts here, at the source, not downstream.

@Reuters

News agency

3.0M imp

“..deliberately targeted Palestinian children, resulting in genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes... an independent UN inquiry
said.”

The word “genocide” here is the Commission's own conclusion (331), not a
Reuters addition, and Reuters keeps the attribution (“...an inquiry said”). Reporting
the finding accurately and attributed is faithful. The high-water mark of careful
framing.

— landpalestine
Palestine @ P

Advocacy account

3.1M imp

“The UN has officially declared Gaza a genocide. And that Israel is
deliberately targeting children and babies.”

The escalation here is not the word “genocide” (faithful, the Commission concludes
it, 1331/9338). It is the status: “officially declared” drops the attribution and the
“on reasonable grounds” qualifier and turns a Commission finding into a binding-
sounding verdict. A Col finding is not a binding legal determination, and the actual
legal case (ICJ, South Africa v. Israel) is still pending.

@GBC_Press

Aggregator
“BREAKING: The United Nations has officially declared Gaza a
genocide zone...”

2.6M imp

“Genocide zone” appears nowhere in the report, an invented phrase stacked on top
of the “officially declared” overstatement.

@adamemedial )
! 284K imp

Advocacy account

“The UN has found that Israel deliberately targeted maternity wards
and neonatal units as a direct strategy. I have no words.”
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https://x.com/Reuters/status/2069340948224442788
https://x.com/landpalestine/status/2070046907984982440
https://x.com/GBC_Press/status/2070201840650920106
https://x.com/adamemedia1/status/2069620858436399144

"?Rgﬁzggg vs the report: grounded, not invented, the report carries dedicated sections on
attacks on healthcare facilities (G) and on reproductive violence and neonatal
deaths (H). This compresses and sharpens those findings into “maternity wards...

as a direct strategy.”

The overstated rung, “officially declared,” did not just appear here: it was seeded by a single post and traced hour by
hour in §04.

The other pole, seen, not embraced

The most-visible skeptical post carried Israel's rejection. It was seen, but barely
embraced: high impressions, almost no likes, a fraction of the amplification the claim

received.

@Jerusalem_Post ) ,
947K imp - 243 likes

counter-pole - seen, not embraced

“A UN inquiry alleges that the IDF deliberately targeted Palestinian children... Israel
rejects the findings and calls the report biased and defamatory.”
The most-seen skeptical/attributed post drew 946K impressions but only 243 likes, seen, not

embraced. The skeptic vocabulary (#StopThelies, #FactsMatter, #DoubleStandards) ran in a
separate, smaller lane.

Read carefully. As the finding climbs the ladder, reach multiplies while the evidentiary basis stays
what the Commission documented, the downstream rungs add amplification and compression, not
new substantiation. The recurring effect is escalation: the specific finding (“deliberate targeting of
children,” within a documented casualty record) is repeatedly restated as the maximal shorthand
(“genocide officially declared”), which is the form that travels fastest and that the counter-voices
most often attack.
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// § 07 - THE EVIDENTIARY CONTEST

What is documented, and what is contested

The casualty record, held separate from the contested finding of intent

The casualty record (per the report,
as relayed)

e 20,179 children killed and 44,143
injured, 7 Oct 2023-31 Mar 2026
(chair Muralidhar, per the
Commission).

e Children ~30% of the dead.

e Sexual and gender-based violence;

The contested element, intent

The finding that this documented harm
was deliberate, that children were
targeted as such, as an element of
genocidal intent, is the Commission's
investigative conclusion and the
element the counter-voices dispute
(§12). Their characterizations range

harm to neonatal and pediatric care. from “without a shred of evidence” to

¢ Source contested: the figures “biased and defamatory.”
originate with the Hamas-run Gaza

Health Ministry, judged broadly

This report does not establish the intent finding
as true or false; it documents the propagation
reliable by the London School of

and the contestation of that specific element.
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and

Human Rights Watch, but challenged

as inflated (duplicate names, militants

counted as civilians) by the

Washington Institute and others.

A sourcing dispute over the count, distinct from,
and in addition to, the dispute over intent.

The evidence fight itself became content

A notable feature of the cycle was a live argument over whether the evidence exists.
Skeptics (e.g. a widely-shared Spectator line) argued “the evidence simply isn't

there.” But the report itself runs to 94 pages of forensic and testimonial material held

to a “reasonable grounds” standard (see the primary-source panel in §06). So the
honest dispute is not the existence of evidence. It is the sufficiency and
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interpretation of that evidence for the intent finding, and the sourcing of the

casualty count. I present both sides without adjudicating.

Existence is not the same as quality. Evidence still has to be scrutinized, not blindly

accepted: who are the doctors and witnesses, and how were they selected; are the

online videos authentic, representative, or staged; and how independent are the

sources. Much of the record traces back to the Gaza Health Ministry, partisan outlets

(Israel's own left-leaning Haaretzamong them), advocacy-aligned forensic groups,

Telegram channels and anonymous testimony. None of that makes a finding false, but

accepting any source's evidence at face value is neither fair nor scientific.

WHAT THE REPORT ACTUALLY PRESENTS

(PRIMARY SOURCE)

e Standard of proof: “reasonable
grounds to conclude”, the Commission-

of-Inquiry standard

e Two independent forensic pathologists;
CT scans, x-rays and medical reports

¢ Independent forensic analysis in 15 of
17 detailed child-casualty cases; audio-
ballistic analysis

* Thousands of open-source items
verified, media authentication,
geolocation/chrono-location, metadata

* A 168-child gunshot dataset: 73 shot in
the head, 22 in the chest

WHAT CRITICS CONTEST

The inference of deliberate / genocidal
intent from documented harm

Israel rejects the Commission's
mandate and did not participate or
grant access

The credibility of the evidence itself:
who the withesses and doctors are,
whether videos are authentic or staged,
whether sources are independent or
partisan

The report's own sourcing leans on the
Gaza Health Ministry, partisan outlets
(e.g. Haaretz), advocacy-linked forensic
groups and anonymous testimony

The casualty count's sourcing to the

Hamas-run Gaza Health Ministry

Whether a Col can characterize events
as “genocide” ahead of a court (ICJ
case pending)

Presented even-handedly. SGI does not assert which side is correct; the casualty figures are widely reported but

contested as to sourcing (Gaza Health Ministry), and intent is the most contested element.
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// & 08 - SPONSORING & AMPLIFYING ORGANIZATIONS

The institutional map, by role

Categorised by function in the propagation chain, ties stated neutrally and attributed

UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry - ohchr.org -

Geneva

Standing ColI on the OPT (the “Pillay Commission”); current chair Srinivasan
Muralidhar, former chair Navi Pillay. Author of A/HRC/62/CRP.2.

OHCHR, UN Human Rights Office - ohchr.org - @UNGeneva

Issued the accompanying press release and hosted the Geneva presser; the

Commission's institutional vehicle and a top-reach amplifier in its own right.

Reuters - BBC - Washington Post - CNN - Al Jazeera - global

news agencies

Carried the finding within the hour with attributed, accurate wording,
the high-water mark of careful framing and, by reach, the largest
single lane (§05).

@landpalestine - @adamemedial - Novara Media - Drop Site

News - advocacy & left

Highest-engagement amplifiers outside the news agencies; the lane
where compression and escalation concentrated. Drop Site News also
drove the earlier dog-rape accusation (§05).

@GBC_Press - @PolitlcsGlobal - @MarioNawfal - high-velocity

reposters
Breaking-news aggregators that maximise reach and reframe for

virality (“genocide zone”). MarioNawfal is a also amplified the
earlier dog-rape accusation (§05).
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UN Watch - NGO Monitor - unwatch.org - ngo-monitor.org

Principal NGO-tier rebuttals (legal analysis; process critique). Detailed in
§12. Both are advocacy organizations critical of UN human-rights
mechanisms on Israel.

The Cradle - WSWS - Global Research - TRT - news-pravda.com
- parallel track (§11)

Trailing maximalist amplification and reverse-amplification; alignments
noted in §11 as attributed characterizations.

ShadowGraph Intelligence - Narrative Intelligence SGI-2026-COI-001 - 30/50



// § 09 - TOP SOCIAL AMPLIFIERS & THE ASYMMETRY OF DOUBT

Who built the wave, and how few asked

questions

Ranked by impressions (aggregated per author), and the share of posts that asserted vs

questioned

® HIGHEST REACH

Zand, Land of Palestine
L @landpalestine

“The UN has officially declared Gaza a
genocide... Israel is deliberately
targeting children and babies.”

3,116,829 imp 39,043 RT

Advocacy - compression - view on X 2

® AGGREGATOR

GBC
@GBC_Press

“BREAKING: The United Nations has
officially declared Gaza a genocide
zone...”

2,618,595 imp 17,517 RT

Aggregator - invented phrasing - view
on X ~

@® NEWS AGENCY

Reuters v/
@Reuters

“..deliberately targeted Palestinian
children, resulting in genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes... an
independent UN inquiry said.”

3,328,011 imp (3 posts) 35,518 likes

News agency - attributed framing -

view on X ~

® SOURCE-TIER

GENEVA

p United Nations Geneva v
@ @UNGeneva

“The evidence shows that Palestinian
children have been deliberately
targeted & killed by the Israeli...”

1,243,281 imp 5,496 RT

Official account - view on X ~
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https://x.com/landpalestine/status/2070046907984982440
https://x.com/Reuters/status/2069340948224442788
https://x.com/GBC_Press/status/2070201840650920106
https://x.com/GBC_Press/status/2070201840650920106
https://x.com/UNGeneva/status/2069401312047804902

ADAM Vv
@adamemedial

&

“The UN has found that Israel
deliberately targeted maternity wards
and neonatal units as a direct
strategy. I have no words.”

283,663 imp 10,184 RT

Advocacy - escalation - view on X ~

The asymmetry of doubt

@® COUNTER-POLE

P,

“AUN inquiry alleges that the IDF
deliberately targeted Palestinian

The Jerusalem Post v/
@Jerusalem_Post

children... Israel rejects the findings
and calls the report biased and
defamatory.”

946,951 imp 243 likes

Seen, not embraced - view on X ~

Across the ranked posts, almost everything asserted or intensified the claim and
almost nothing questioned it: explicit skepticism is a rounding error at 2.4%. What
dominates is the blunt, unqualified phrasing, “deliberately targeted” (83.5%) and a
bare “genocide” (59%), while the report's own exact, hedged wording appears in
barely 1.5%. The qualifiers stripped out upstream are precisely what is missing here
even “indisputable / proven” (5.3%) outran doubt.

Share of ranked X posts carrying each framing

posts can carry more than one framing - commercial social-media monitoring

.
)
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“deliberately targeted” 83.5%

“targeting/targeted children” (N s .57
“genocide / genocidal” (N 5o
“war crimes” _ 14.3%

“crimes against humanity” - 12.5%

“indisputable / undeniable / proven” - 5.3%
snipers / “shot in the head” - 5.1%
report's exact phrase ' 1.5%

any skepticism / “no evidence” . 2.4%
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Full ranked set, record reviewed

# ACCOUNT LANE IMPRESSIONS LIK
1 @ ©Reuters © NEWS AGENCIES & MAINSTREAM 3,328,011 3¢
2 @ @landpalestine e 3,116,829 211
3 ) @GBC_Press ® ENGAGEMENT AGGREGATORS 2,618,595  6¢
4 © o@BBCNews ® NEWS AGENCIES & MAINSTREAM 1,275,293 €
5 ® ©unGeneva YT ——— 1,243,281 €
6 @ @BBcworld © NEWS AGENCIES & MAINSTREAM 1,147,004 1¢
7 @ @Jerusalem_Post @ REBUTTAL / PUSHBACK 946,951

s @ @washingtonpost ® NEWS AGENCIES & MAINSTREAM 726,001 ¢
9 #% @AlexCrawfordSky @ NEWS AGENCIES & MAINSTREAM 578,658 1¢
10 @ @adamemedial e ey 334,124 22
11 @ @PolitlcsGlobal © ENGAGEMENT AGGREGATORS 300,983 ¢
12 *) @DropSiteNews RECURRING | [ g pRo-pALESTINIAN ADVOCACY & LEFT 280,175 L
13 @ @academic_la RECURRING | [ g pro-pALESTINIAN ADVOCACY & LEFT 277,906 ,
14 e @MarioNawfal @ ENGAGEMENT AGGREGATORS 232,536 q
15 @ @uninvhrc T R T 191,742 1
16 @ @DanBilzerian @ OTHER / MIXED 189,813 11
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https://x.com/Reuters/status/2069340948224442788
https://x.com/landpalestine/status/2070046907984982440
https://x.com/GBC_Press/status/2070201840650920106
https://x.com/BBCNews/status/2069391582286020637
https://x.com/UNGeneva/status/2069401312047804902
https://x.com/BBCWorld/status/2069377994699796654
https://x.com/Jerusalem_Post/status/2069436999786709246
https://x.com/washingtonpost/status/2069910965169078678
https://x.com/AlexCrawfordSky/status/2069623645517869340
https://x.com/adamemedia1/status/2069620858436399144
https://x.com/PolitlcsGlobal/status/2069394616399331519
https://x.com/DropSiteNews/status/2069440683375497431
https://x.com/academic_la/status/2069584114618105983
https://x.com/MarioNawfal/status/2069842994799554740
https://x.com/uninvhrc/status/2069333541070995906
https://x.com/DanBilzerian/status/2070202184747384879

# ACCOUNT LANE IMPRESSIONS LIK

17 @ @newscord_org ® OTHER / MIXED 167,787 3
18 S @spectator @ REBUTTAL / PUSHBACK 157,716 z
19 @ @AJEnglish e 150,842 :
20 @ @idreesali114 TS (e G0 0 G 146,823

Impressions aggregated per author across captured posts in the 23-27 Jun window; per a commercial social-media
monitoring. Lane is an analytic label by amplification behavior, not an endorsement or accusation. Handles link to the
cited post.
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// & 10 - THE MEDIA ECOSYSTEM

Where it traveled, and what carried it

Cross-channel reach, the republication layer, the two hashtag vocabularies, and the

sentiment of the sample

Where it traveled, and what the data misses

This report is built from text-based social-media monitoring plus a curated
news set, and that shapes what it can and cannot see. Two limits matter most.
Video platforms are thin in the data: the collection tools I use have far less
access to TikTok, Instagram and Facebook than to X, so those platforms are
under-represented here even though the story spread heavily as video on
them (one Novara Media Instagram video alone drew 3.75M plays). And the
capture is keyword-in-text only: a post enters the dataset because the topic
words appeared in its caption or copy, never because of what is said inside a
video, so a clip that discussed this finding without the right words in its caption
was not captured at all. So X leading the counts is partly a measurement
artifact, not proof it drove the conversation, and every figure here is a floor,
not a census. Treat this as the tip of the iceberg: a directionally strong,
verifiable read of how the narrative propagated, while the true volume,
especially on video, is larger than any social-media-monitoring pass can

capture.

With that caveat, read the channel bars below as captured footprints in non-
comparable units, not a ranking of where the conversation was largest.

X/TWittel‘ 20.3M\ impressions (ranked sample)
[
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most completely indexed

Instagram 4.2M video plays (top posts)
[ .

one Novara Media video alone drew 3.75M plays, IG video reach is far higher than captions
suggest

TikTok 2.0M video plays (captured)
-

likely a heavy undercount, most TikTok mentions are spoken inside videos, not in captions

Arabic-language X 456K inpressions
«

separate Arabic-language sphere

Reddit 3.5K net upvote score
C

modest; mostly link-reposts of news-agency stories

®™ These are CAPTURED footprints per platform, in different and non-comparable units, not a
ranking of where the conversation was largest. Text-based listening reads captions and
transcripts, NOT speech inside videos, so it under-captures TikTok and Instagram, where much
of this story spread as talking-head and news-clip video. X leads the captured record partly
because X is the most text-native (and most completely indexed) platform, that is a
measurement effect, not proof X drove the conversation.

How 77 newsrooms framed the same finding

Independent of the social-media monitoring, I compiled 77 outlets across 14
countries that ran the story. Most coverage was news-agency-driven, Associated
Press and Reuters origins and pickups dominate, so dozens of outlets ran near-
identical text (breadth of coverage is not breadth of independent reporting). And the
headlines chose sides through their verbs, from cautious attribution to flat assertion

to scare-quotes:

Headline framing, same event, different verb curated, link-verified coverage list
Associated Press “UN-commissioned experts accuse Israel of
hedged, “accuse.. repeat genocide targeting Gaza children, repeat genocide claim”
claim”
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https://apnews.com/article/israel-targeting-children-gaza-war-united-nations-9a22ebcfcf77b7c828342d6bea776e2c

Reuters

i

attributed, “..UN inquiry says”

The Washington Post

attributed, “..U.N. commission
says”

BBC News

“says.. committing genocide”

CNN

asserted, “in ongoing genocide”

The Guardian

asserted, “continues to commit
genocide”

The Times of Israel

distanced, “claims”

The Jerusalem Post

o

scare-quotes, “‘deliberately

Coverage by outlet type

“Israel targeted Gaza children resulting in
genocide, UN inquiry says”

“Israel deliberately targeted Palestinian children
in Gaza, U.N. commission says”

“UN commission of inquiry says Israel committing
genocide in Gaza by deliberately targeting
children”

“Israel deliberately targeting children in ongoing
genocide against Palestinians, UN commission
finds”

“Israel continues to commit genocide by
targeting children in Gaza, UN inquiry finds”

“UN independent commission claims Israel
deliberately targeted Gaza children, resulting in
genocide”

“New UN inquiry: Israel ’deliberately’ killed
Palestinian children, resulting in genocide”

curated coverage list

Newspaper/Digital ([ —— 49
Broadcast/Tv (NN 1/

News agency (D ©

[ JE
[ JE1
[ JE
[ JE
[ JE

Magazine

Un Primary (Press Release)
Un Primary (Document)
Advocacy (Rebuttal)

Ngo Statement
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https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-targeted-gaza-children-resulting-genocide-un-inquiry-says-2026-06-23/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/06/24/israel-deliberately-targeted-palestinian-children-gaza-un-commission-says/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd10z5wl9kwo
https://cnn.it/3Sm3d0R
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jun/23/israel-deliberately-targeting-gaza-children-to-commit-genocide-un-inquiry-finds
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/un-commission-claims-israel-deliberately-targeted-gaza-children-resulting-in-genocide/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-900287

I deliberately omit a by-country or by-language chart here: my collection was English-language, so any such
breakdown would measure my search rather than the world. The story also ran heavily in Arabic and other languages
I did not fully capture (§11).

The republication layer

Beneath the named outlets, the “news” layer was dominated by automated SEO
content-republishers and aggregators rather than original reporting, including
news-pravda.com, a node in the Russia-aligned “Pravda” / Portal Kombat
republication network. A few real mastheads appear only in the tail.

europesays.com SE0 / aggregator 151
inkl.com SEO / aggregator 29
iheart.com L] portal 21
virtualjerusalem.com L partisan 20
classifiedsforfree.com SE0 / aggregator 18
monitoruldestiri.zro SEQ / aggregator 18
middleeast.org - partisan 17
palestineuncensored.org - partisan 17
naijaonpoint.com.ng SEO / aggregator 17
miragenews.com SEO / aggregator 16
yahoo.com -G portal 16
hallaback.com SEO / aggregator 14
sarananews.com SE0 / aggregator 14
news.bdtype.com SEO / aggregator 13
gqoshe.com SEQ / aggregator 12
raisingnews.whatfinger.com - partisan 10
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Two vocabularies, barely overlapping

The hashtags split cleanly into two non-overlapping vocabularies, the claim's and the
skeptics', a signature of an audience talking past itself rather than to itself.

CLAIM / PRO-PALESTINIAN VOCABULARY SKEPTIC / PRO-ISRAEL VOCABULARY

#standwithisraels  #stopthelies s

#gaza 49  #genocide 15

#factsmatter s #doublestandards s

#palestine12  #gazagenocide 9 _
#hypocrisy 5

#childrens  #humanrights 7

#palestinians  #unreport s

#freepalestine 4

What the conversation was made of

Across the full population, the dominant terms were “Israel” and “children”, with
“genocide” in roughly a fifth of all posts and “Hamas” in nearly a third, a reminder that
context and rebuttal ran alongside the claim. (English-language collection, so this
reflects the English conversation.)

Most-used terms across the conversation population-level term frequency
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Israel T, 82.9%
children (T 71.9%
Israeli (N 43.2%
Palestinian (e 38.5%
killed (NI 33.4%
Hamas (D 32.1%
military (S 30.8%
humanitarian (D 24.5%
genocide (NN 22.6%
forces (D 215%
women (I 20.6%
health (D 19%
Iran (D 15.1%
ceasefire (NN 18%

Sentiment & channel mix

Sentiment (17.5k content sample) Full-population channel split

commercial social-media monitoring X-dominant in the capture; TikTok,
Instagram and Facebook barely register
here because of tool access and in-video
@ Negativetoward!  1ipits, not because the story skipped

15,845 -90.7%
them (see the method note above)

o @ Neutral
90.7% « O
hegative @ Positive toward It
136 - 0.8% Bluesky | 7.5

Reddit | 5.4K

Online News | 1.4K
Blogs I 701
YouTube | 236
Substack l 214

Newspaper | 165
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REPRESENTATIVE COVERAGE, BUILDING & MAINSTREAMING (ENGLISH)

BBC News / World

23 Jun

Washington Post

24 Jun

Al Jazeera - CNN - NBC

23-25 Jun

OHCHR press release accompanying A/HRC/62/CRP.2

Primary source. EN - PRIMARY

“Israel deliberately targeted Palestinian children, UN
inquiry says”

News agency, attributed framing; top reach in the record. En

“UN commission says Israel committing genocide in Gaza
by deliberately targeting children”

News-agency headline; the load-bearing phrase intact. En

“UN commission says Israel deliberately targeted children
in Gaza, amounting to genocide”

Masthead relay. En

Broadcaster coverage (also the top TikTok clips)

Carried the story onto video surfaces. En

THE RESPONSE, REBUTTAL COVERAGE

Jerusalem Post

24 Jun

UN Watch

24 Jun

Coverage is representative of the capture set, not exhaustive; outlet links should be re-verified against the live record

at publication.

“Israel rejects UN inquiry as biased and defamatory”

Rejection coverage and official reaction. En

Legal analysis of the Commission’s June 2026 report
NGO-tier legal rebuttal; targets methodology and the intent finding. En
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-targeted-gaza-children-resulting-genocide-un-inquiry-says-2026-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-targeted-gaza-children-resulting-genocide-un-inquiry-says-2026-06-23/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0jy96w6pw2o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0jy96w6pw2o
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/06/24/israel-deliberately-targeted-palestinian-children-gaza-un-commission-says/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/06/24/israel-deliberately-targeted-palestinian-children-gaza-un-commission-says/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-900287
https://unwatch.org/

// § 11 - STATE-ALIGNED MEDIA

How state-alighed media weaponized it

State and semi-state outlets from Iran, Qatar, Turkey and Russia, governments with a

standing interest in maligning Israel, push a story like this hardest

The most aggressive amplification did not come from the news agencies. It came
from state-aligned media, outlets funded or steered by foreign governments that
routinely target Israel: Iran, Qatar, Turkey and Russia. For these actors a UN finding is
a gift, an authoritative-sounding peg they can strip of caveats and recycle. Per the
record they trail the news-agency chain rather than originate it, and many reverse-
amplify, citing the Western coverage itself, not the underlying report, as the authority.
That lets the claim ricochet between a UN body, Western mastheads and hostile state
media until it looks like consensus. Alignments below are attributed characterizations
and public reporting on funding, not legal findings.

D @

Press TV - @s_m_marandi (Seyed Mohammad Marandi)

Iran-aligned voices used the finding to attack Western media for ever having resisted
the word “genocide.” Marandi also amplified the earlier dog-rape accusation. Trails the
Western chain.

Al Jazeera - Middle East Eye
Qatar-funded Al Jazeera ran the story heavily in English and Arabic, and its clips were

among the top TikTok videos; Middle East Eye is reported as Qatar-linked. State-
funded reach far beyond a normal outlet.
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TURKEY ﬂ

TRT (World / Arabic) - Anadolu

Turkey's state broadcaster and news agency relayed the finding in English and
Arabic; Anadolu was a news-agency origin for several pickups (§10). Al Jazeera
Arabic led the Arabic-language sphere the English base missed.

RT - news-pravda.com (Pravda / Portal Kombat)
RT folded the finding into its “US-Israel genocide” framing; news-pravda.com is a

node in the Russia-aligned automated republication network seen in the online-news

layer (§10). Republication, not reporting.

MAXIMALIST LEFT

The Cradle - WSWS - Global Research

State-adjacent and conspiracy-adjacent outlets ran the most maximalist
framing and reverse-amplified the Western coverage. The Cradle also
amplified the earlier dog-rape accusation.

“Semi-state” means outlets funded, owned or steered by a government. Inclusion reflects amplification behavior
and public reporting on ownership and funding, not a claim that any specific post is coordinated.
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// § 12 - COUNTER-VOICES

The rebuttal stack, and how little of it traveled

Israel, Western press and big accounts pushing back, measured against the amplification

the claim received

“Rebuttal” here means voices that actually contested the finding: Israeli officials, Western news and commentators,

and watchdog NGOs. Supportive Israeli outlets, including the left-leaning, often anti-government Haaretz, are not
counted as rebuttal; they echoed the claim and are discussed as report sources in §07.

® SAME-WINDOW

Israel Foreign Ministry v
@IsraelMFA
Rejected the report as “biased and
defamatory,” calling the mechanism

fundamentally flawed and saying
Israel “utterly rejects” it.

23-24 Jun - Israel's rejection ~

Target: source + claim

® POST-RELEASE

UN Watch v/
@UNWatch

Published a legal rebuttal arguing
there is “not a single verified
example” of the IDF selecting a child
for death, and that the Commission
discounts armed-group presence.

read the rebuttal ~»

Target: source / Commission

® SAME-WINDOW

ﬂ Amb. Danny Danon

‘§ @dannydanon

Moved to discredit the UN's own
Special Representative for Children
before the report landed, accusing her
of having “amplified antisemitic
content” and “promoted falsehoods
about Israel.”

241K impressions - view on X /2

Target: messenger

@® POST-RELEASE

Salo Aizenberg
@Aizenbergh5

On the viral “baby shot while
breastfeeding” story: “An
extraordinary story which lacks one
critical element: EVIDENCE,” with a
point-by-point UN Watch rebuttal.

view on X » Target: a specific claim
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https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-900287
https://x.com/dannydanon/status/2069817134167826566
https://unwatch.org/un-watch-legal-rebuttal-disproving-the-pillay-commissions-charge-that-israel-deliberately-targets-palestinian-children/
https://x.com/Aizenberg55/status/2069671853199671656

@ NGO MONITOR, PROCESS CRITIQUE

NGO Monitor (Anne Herzberg) argued the Commission “operates in total
secrecy” with undisclosed staff, a process / messenger critique rather than an
engagement with specific casualty evidence.

% ISRAEL'S SUBSTANTIVE DEFENSE (USUALLY STRIPPED DOWNSTREAM)

Beyond the “libelous sham” soundbite, Israel's substantive rebuttal rarely
survives into the viral posts: that its military strives to minimize harm to
children and points to its facilitation of childhood vaccinations, the entry of
medical staff, and field hospitals; and that the Commission treats children who
died amid combat as proof of deliberate targeting while discounting Hamas's
documented use of civilian areas. UN Watch's legal rebuttal puts it bluntly: the
report fails to provide “a single verified example” of the IDF identifying a
child as a civilian and selecting that child for death.

Reading the stack. The counter-voices cluster on two targets: the
messenger/process (the Commission's composition and methodology) and the
intent claim (“without a shred of evidence”). Notably, they largely do not dispute the
casualty record itself, which is exactly the documented/contested separation this
report keeps explicit. The rebuttal arrived within the same window as the cascade,
but it lost the fight for attention badly: the rebuttal lane drew roughly 1.2M
impressions against the claim-side lanes' ~16M (§09), and the single most-visible
skeptical post pulled 946K impressions but just 243 likes, seen, not embraced. That
asymmetry, claims and exaggerations travel, corrections crawl, is the core finding of

this whole episode.
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// & 13 - PHRASE CONVERGENCE

The word that does the work

“Deliberately / deliberate targeting / genocidal intent”, and the forms it mutated into

One construction carries the whole cycle: “deliberately,” and its semantic
equivalents. It is the load-bearing distinction between two separable claims. Without
it: a documented, widely-reported casualty record. With it: a finding of specific
intent. The Commission issued the finding with the word; the counter-voices contest
precisely that word; and the cascade escalated pastthe word into forms the report

never used.

Palestinian children have been deliberately targeted & killed , UN

deliberately targeted.. resulting in genocide , news agency

the UN has officially declared genocide , compression J

officially declared a genocide zone , invention J

maternity wards.. as a direct strategy , escalation J indisputable evidence

the essence of childhood has been destroyed , report title

biased and defamatory , rejection
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Two distortions sit on either side of this word. Downstream escalation widens
the specific finding (“deliberate targeting of children”) into the maximal
shorthand (“genocide officially declared,” “genocide zone”), the form that
travels fastest and that the counter-voices most often attack. Rebuttal
narrowing, conversely, sometimes answers the broad casualty record
(“children die in every war”) rather than the narrow intent finding actually
issued. The defensible analytic position is to hold the two apart: the casualty
record is widely reported but contested as to sourcing; intentis the
Commission's inference and the most contested element; and the
amplification layer added reach, compression and escalation, not new
substantiation. This report does not assert the finding is true or false. It
documents how it moved, how its language changed to fit the narrative, and
how unevenly it was questioned.
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// & 14 - CONCLUSION

The takeaway

What this episode shows, and what to do about it

A contested UN finding hardened into a global certainty in a matter of days, not
because new evidence emerged, but because of who carried it and how. The word
“genocide” was never invented downstream, the Commission reached it. But as the
claim passed from network to network it was stripped of its qualifiers: the “on
reasonable grounds” standard, the attribution, the status of a finding rather than a
verdict. Certainty was manufactured by subtraction, until a tentative, contested
finding arrived in millions of feeds as settled fact, amplified hardest by an opaque,
unaccountable account and by foreign state-aligned media, and questioned by
almost no one. The careful wording, the caveats and the rebuttals were left behind.

That is the anatomy of a manipulated narrative.

None of this proves the underlying finding true or false. That is not my role, and both
the intent finding and the casualty figures remain contested. The point is narrower
and more durable: a claim's reach tells you almost nothing about its reliability.
What reaches you has usually been shaped, by people and platforms with their own
interests, long before it arrives.

% BEFORE YOU BELIEVE OR SHARE A VIRAL CLAIM

Check the source: who is it, how old is the account, how accountable is it, who
funds it. Check the original: what did the document or footage actually say,
and with what caveats. Check who benefits from the loudest version, and
what got added or stripped along the way. If a post makes you feel certain and

furious within five seconds, that is exactly the moment to slow down.

Have a question, a correction, or a narrative you want examined this way? Reach out,
I read everything: shadowgraphintel.com/contact, or find me at @talk2trav on X and
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http://127.0.0.1:8033/contact.html
https://x.com/talk2trav

. And whatever you read next, from anyone, including me, scrutinize it.

M, ShadowGraph Intelligence
x/ NARRATIVE INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Home - AllIntel Reports
© SHADOWGRAPH INTELLIGENCE - SGI-2026-C0I-001

Prepared by Travis Hawley. Figures are platform-reported, drawn from commercial social-
media monitoring sources; the underlying corpus is a sample of the full population, and some
enrichment pulls are platform-sampled. Superlatives are bounded to the record reviewed.
This report does not assert that the Commission's finding is true or false; it traces propagation
and contestation of the contested element, intent, held separate from the casualty record
(itself disputed as to sourcing). The source's own track record and sourcing are weighed in
§03 and §07. The bias and source characterizations attributed to third parties are their views,
not SGI's. Source links should be re-verified at publication. engagement; no coordination
claimed). “Lane” labels describe amplification behavior, not endorsements or accusations.

Source links should be re-verified at publication.
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